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Act (1895, c. 16), should continue in force for Dominion purposes independ
ently of any action that might be taken by the newly elected Legislatures of 
these two provinces (R.S.C. 1906, c. 6, ss. 31-65). In the other provinces the 
rules as to the qualification of voters varied from time to itime. In Mani
toba manhood suffrage had been adopted in 1888 (1888, c. 2), and the fran
chise was extended to women on the same terms as to men in 1916 (1916, c. 
36). Alberta and Saskatchewan, on their establishment as provinces, con
tinued the previously existing manhood suffrage and both extended the fran
chise to women on the same terms as to men in 1916 (Alta. 1916, c. 5; Sask. 
1916, c. 37). British Columbia adopted manhood suffrage in 1904 (1903-1904, 
c. 7), Ontario in 1907 (7 Edw. VII, c. 5), and New Brunswick in 1916 (6 Geo. 
V, c. 16); in British Columbia (1917, c. 23) and in Ontario (7 Geo. V, c. 5), 
the franchise was extended equally to women in 1917, and in New Bruns
wick this was done in 1919 (9 Geo. V, c. 63). In Quebec and Prince Edward 
Island the provincial franchises throughout the period in question were not 
so wide; in neither were women admitted to vote and certain property or 
other special qualifications were required in each. A property qualification was 
also required in Nova Scotia until 1920 (10-11 Geo. V, c. 49), but between 
1918 and 1920 men and women had voted on equal terms (9 Geo. V, c. 3). 
The adoption of the provincial franchise laws for Dominion purposes was 
temporarily modified by the War Times Elections Act (1917, c. 39), which 
admitted certain near female relatives of serving soldiers and sailors to vote 
at Dominion elections, and three years later, on the adoption of a New 
Dominion Elections Act (1920, c. 46), the provincial franchises were again 
wholly abandoned and a new electoral qualification was established for 
Dominion elections throughout Canada. Subject to a modification of the 
usual rule as to changes of nationality, which was amended in 1921 (1921, 
c. 29, s. 3) and repealed in 1922 (1922, c. 20, s. 1), the right to vote was con
ferred by the new Act upon all British subjects, male and female, of 21 years 
and upwards, who had resided in Canada for a year, and for two months in 
the electoral district in which they desired to vote, this last restriction hav
ing been removed two years later (1922, c. 20), so far as it applied to general 
elections. The only adult. British subjects who now are denied the right to 
vote are prisoners undergoing punishment, lunatics in institutions, Indians 
within the meaning of the Indian Act, and not having served in the Great 
War, judges appointed by the Dominion Government, persons paid for work 
on behalf of a candidate in relation to the election, persons expressly dis
franchised for corrupt or illegal practices and certain persons who by reason 
of their race are not permitted, under the law of the province in which they 
live, to vote at a provincial election in that province. The effect of this last 
exception is to exclude from the franchise only such Chinese, Japanese and 
East Indians as reside in British Columbia and did not serve in the Cana
dian forces during the war, and such Chinese as reside in the province of 
Saskatchewan and did not so serve. (See also R.S.C. 1927, c. 53, The Dominion 
Elections Act, as amended by c. 40 of 1929 and c. 16 of 1930.) 

The Use of the Franchise.—The number of voters on the lists and the 
number of votes polled at the general elections of 1921, 1925, 1926 and 1930, 
are given in Table 9. 


